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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 24 February 2020 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.

PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne

Councillors :  E  Law-Riding (Vice- Chairman), , G Rollinson, D Royle
86
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs Dickinson and Wilson


87
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest

88
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
On the continuing matter of a third defibrillator for the village, Mr Colin Byers had been invited to the Council meeting to provide an update and to make recommendations as to the acquisition and installation of another defibrillator following the information that the Blackburn Road telephone kiosk was not available for adoption.
Mr Byers was able to provide a helpful summary of the history of the defibrillator installations in the village.  He reported that the Sports and Social Club had taken responsibility for the one sited there and that there was a strong possibility of Ribchester Football Club taking on the one sited at the public toilets (TBC). 

Various other sites in the village were presented for discussion and consideration.   Several presented some difficulties because of distances from the centre (to be less than 200m); accessibility; and responsibility for upkeep.  There followed a detailed discussion as to an appropriate siting, with no firm conclusion being drawn.  However, Mr Byers agreed to continue to look for appropriate siting within the specified distance and to return to the Council when identified.  On the matter of training, he also confirmed that training could be arranged.  This to be considered for a separate meeting and/or as part of the Parish Meeting.
ACTION: Clerk to keep in contact with Mr Byers to keep the matter ‘live’.
89
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2020 were agreed and signed as a true record.
90
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

MIN 84(1)  Road conditions in Ribchester/Dangerous Junction.  
This continues to be a concern regularly raised in the Council meetings.  To date, no action has been taken by the Highways White-lining team to restore the road markings, despite the problem having been reported on several occasions over a long period of time by Cllrs and the Clerk.  ACTION – Clerk to make further representations to the County Council.
MIN 84(2) Parking Issues in Village/Parking in Wiend

A second item which continues to be a regular feature of the monthly Council Agenda.  Despite notifications posted in key areas in the village no discernible improvements or change of parking practice can be identified.  ACTION – To consider any further advice/guidance which can be obtained in order to formulate an appropriate response to this perennial problem
91
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
By the date of the meeting two planning applications had been circulated, but had not yet been returned.  Cllrs asked to check if they had passed on the folders.

ACTION: Clerk to trace applications or re-issue.  DONE – matter resolved and outcome of consultations reported to RVBC.  No objections to either application.
92
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
92(1) It was reported that the current financial position from the latest bank statement was £1254 in the Current A/C and £15,255 in the Savings A/C.
RESOLVED: To transfer sufficient funds from the savings account to ensure all year-end payments can be met from the

      Current A/C and the accounts closed from 31 March 2020.  DONE:  £2000 transferred. 
92(2)

Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED:  That the following payments be made:

Clerk’s Salary and expenses - £428.48 + £49 exes
SS Peter and Pauls Room Hire - £25
92(3)
Request from Ribchester Field Day Committee for financial support for 60th Anniversary Event.  A letter received from the Field Day Committee was considered.  It contained a request for a Parish Council donation to support a celebratory fireworks event to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Field Day.  This request was considered in depth, with various points considered.  Council concluded that whilst it was fully in support of all that the Field Day Committee does to make the annual event a success, and would be happy to consider future requests for funding, it could not agree this particular request on the following grounds:

· Using Parish Council funds for ephemeral activities.  The belief being that they should be used for more permanent investments in village facilities and activities.
· Concerns about noise and disturbance to residents in the immediate vicinity and particularly those with animals which might be particularly affected.

RESOLVED:  Not to accede to the request, but to communicate to the Committee that other funds requested in the future would receive careful consideration.  ACTION.  Letter to this effect to be sent to Vice-Chair of the Field Day Committee (DONE)
93
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
The following summary  was received from Cllr Brown: 

Flooding:  Press release and details of the various grants/help available on the RVBC website.  If there were to be any interest in forming a Flood Action Group, Colin Hirst (Head of Regeneration and Housing) has expressed a willingness to attend a meeting, to provide full guidance. In brief, the website contains information about Community Recovery Grants, Business Recovery Grants, Council Tax Discounts, Business Rate relief, and Flood Resilience Grants of up to £5000.

Budget 2020/2021.  Anticipated that in the following week, the annual budget will be approved by Council. Significant progress, given the uncertainty of many funding streams which are for one rather than the usual three years.  Notification of a Voluntary Grants Scheme operated by RV was given (NB website not currently up-to-date).
94
MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
94(1)
Flooding.  The serious impact of the recent floods on residents, particularly those around the Greenside area, were noted and the Council expressed its concern about those villagers and their property.  It also noted its appreciation for the generous support from those residents who had not directly been affected, to others that had.

94(2)   Allotments.  The on-going project to re-let the empty allotments (and to offer smaller plots by the division of the two larger ones which have become vacant) had ground to a halt with the flooding.  It was AGREED to suspend this re-letting project pro tem until the allotments had cleared of flood water and become visible again.
ACTION:  Clerk to keep this matter under review until such time as the re-letting becomes viable.  To  explore the possibility of a claim for loss of income (rent) from the funds currently available from RVBC.  (MIN 93 refers).

94(3) Traffic and Parking Issues.  It was reported that advisory notices had been distributed around the Water St/Church St area of the village in respect of inappropriate or illegal parking.  Unfortunately, the parking on the Weind continues.  This will be dealt with longer term by the actions under The Weind Case.  

94(4)  Tree Planting Challenge – Rotary Club of Clitheroe. This project, to plant 250 native trees in the Ribble Valley (at no cost to the area) has been set up by the Rotary Club.  The issue is finding the land on which the planting can be done.  Current thinking is to encourage planting in School grounds, other public buildings’ land, abandoned land etc. ACTION:  To approach St Wilfrid’s School to notify of this project and assess interest, then to notify Rotary Club.

95
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

CONFIRMED – the next Parish Council meeting would take place on Monday 16 March  2020.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.32pm
Confirmed as a true record



_________________________  Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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